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KOPPEL: The White House had no comment. The CI4 had no !
comment, and the State Department went only a hair further. ‘'We!
don't comment on intelligence activities,' saigd state, 'but as s
matter of policy, it is not the policy of the government of the
United States to overthrow the government of Suriname.' That
was all in response to a report by Carl Bernstein on this
broadcast last night. 1In that report Bernstein gquoted
congressional sources as claiming that ClA Director William
Casey told the House and Senate Intelligence Committees last
December of 3 covert Cla plan to overthrow the government of
Suriname. In the face of heated congressional opposition, .the
plan was reportedly dropped. Today the New York Times reported
that its independent sources had confirmed that story and
Bernstein reports that other congressional sources have now also
confirmed it. 4 little later in this broadcast we will talk
with Henry Kissinger, Richard Allen and Stansfield Turmer about
the pros and cons of covert activity. But first, Fred Harte, 3
leader of the Council for the Liberation of Suriname. Nr.
Harte, the conditions in your country—you claim they are even
worse than we have heard. How bad are they? MARTE: Well, Ted,
they are very bad because to look at the Suriname situation, one
should view them on twe levels. The first is the level of the |
national unit in which we have to do, we are confronted with
armed bands in a fragmented state which are terrorizing the
majority of the people of Suriname. Now, 99% of the Suriname
people are against these armed bands, and it is 3 matter of fact
that conditions are far worser, worse than we've, you've heard
here. :

ROPPEL: Ead you heard, let me just ask you first of all whethes
vou had heard, and 1 mean has the CIli for example, been in touch
with you or any of your collegues, sbout pProviding assistance?
MARTE: No, we don't, we know nothing whatsoever about CIA and
CIA contacts. We are trying to liberate Suriname from '
(insudible) in fact criminals, and we are determined to .do that,
and we have embarked on this course.
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KOPPEL: Realisticzlly speaking, is that the kind of thing you
can do cn vour own? MARTE: Well certainiy mot. Thet, I think
thaet, 25 1 s2i6 to you glready, 99. of the Suriname pecple zre
2gsinst This regime in Suriname, anc ]'m sure that the Suriname
peopie will react on & certain moment against it. But if you
permit me, because ] was not here last night when Heidweiller
anc Bishop were on in the studio.

ROPPEL: VYou're speaking of the Ambassador of Suriname to lhe
United Ststes znd the Prime Minister of Grenada. MARTE: VYes.
sir. Well first of 211, the ambassador szid that Suriname was
2t the brink of raciel violence anc trouble in thazt country ancd
that'¢ why the mii:itary moved in, but thei's not true, ncti at
2ll. anc¢ the Suriname ambescador wa: the one whe sgid this
becauce one of the most trecious export products :tg the fact
that we Surinzmers can cope peaceluvlly with each cther.

KOPPEL: Forgive me for interrupting because I'm going to try
and focus on the subject that we're going to be discussing
tonight and you can be helpful to me if you would. The question
we're talking about is covert action and the ClA's role in that.
From your point of view, and you are someone who would like to
see the current government in your own country overthrown, is it
the kind of thing that you would like to see, would you want to
see covert help from the CIA? MARTE: Well as & matter of fact,
we've talked to a lot of people, &2 lot of governments. The
point is that because the situation in Suriname is that serious
that whatever it comes from, it doesn't mean that I am allowing
that 1 am saying that the CIA has been in touch with the
council. I know nothing whatsoever about that kind of a-
contact, but vou can say yes, that if we can get help to )
liberate the Suriname people we can gel, we will get from every
source we can. But that dosn't necessarily mean that the Cla
has been in touch with us. '

KOPPEL: I understand. Mr. Marte, thank you for joining us this
evening. In = moment the history of covert CIA intervention in
other countries since the end of World War II. Our guests will
include former Secretary of Staste Henry Kissinger, as we discuss
whether such activities are an appropriate part of U.S. foreign
policy; and later, the West reaps the disastrous spring floods
and mudslides sown by last winter's record snow.

KOPPEL: Nearly everybody does it. Throughout modern history
major world powers have engaged in secret activities to further
their own national interest--covert actions that fall into a
gray ares somewhere between diplomacy and warfare. For the
United States, covert actions are not new, but they have always
been the object of debste. The issues: are such activities
effective, and even 1f they are, should & democracy use such
methods? Nightline correspondent Betsy Aarcn looks &t the
record. ‘ ‘ : !

-

. (ONTINUED
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AARON: The year was 1953. Iran's Prime Minister Mohammed
Mossadegh was jailed, the government overthrown, the Shah
reinstated. The Cla was invclvec. The year was 1954, faCObo
Arbenz. president of Guatemala, resignec. His government
ccllapsed. The Clis wass involved. There was Cla aftzvzty in
Indonesia in the '50s, in Laos and Vietnam in the' 60s. Angola
in the '70s, assassinations in which the Cli was involved,
Trujillo of the Dominican Republic, *Lu?gmba of the Congo. ‘
Chile in 1972: failing to prevent Precident §alvador Allendg [
election, the Cla launched & year-long operat;oy {o unseat him.
Or. September 11, 1973, he was out anc deac. Cuba rates 2 whole
book on CI4 activity——five knowp plots to assassinate Fidel
Caestro an¢ in 4pril, 1961, the Bay of Pige, an army cf Cuban
refugees, trained, armec anc guided by the Clai. (yetVka
¢ifficulties)...butl net tc an enc to covert o?eratzons in Cubse,
in the Caribbean or in Centrzl a2nd South Amer:cs. gftgr a} , we
irn the United Stzies hac anc still hzve & lerge stake in what
hippers ain thir part of the worlc. Sc szic Secrelary of Stz:

John Foster Dulles in June, 1954, speaking on radio and
television following Arbenz's overthrow ir Guatemala. JOHN
FOSTER DULLES: (Jume, 1954 Film Clip): The United States
Pledges itself to support not merely political opposition to
communism but to help to alleviate conditions in Guatemala and

elsewhere which might afford communism an opportunity to spread
its tentacles throughout the hemisphere.

AARONS: Dulles in 1954: Reagan in 1983, speaking to a joint
session of Congress. PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN: The national
security of all the America:s is at stake in Central America. If

we cannot defend ourselves there, we cannot expect to prevail
elsewhere.

AARON: Givern that premise, reports of covert activities against
the Sandinistz regime in Nicaragua are not surprising.
UNIDENTIFIED REPORTER (Film Clip, February 18, 1982):

approved of covert activity to destabilize the present
government of Nicaragua? REAGAN: Here again this is something

upon which in national security interest ] Just, 1 will not
comment. '

Have you

AARON: In December, 1982, the House Intelligence Committee
under Chairman Edward Boland passed the Boland Amendment
prohibiting U.S. aid used for the purpose of overthrowing the
government of Nicaragua. Ever since then the Congress and the
administration have been battling that one out, what monies are
being used for what activities to overthrow or destabilize what
government to protect whom from whom in Nicaragua. REAGAN:
(pril 14 Film Clip): We are not doing anything to try and
overthrow the Nicaraguan government. We &re complying with the
law, the Boland Amendment, which is the iaw, with anything that
we are doing that is aimed at interdicting supply lines and
stopping this effort to overthrow the EI Salvador government.
REP. GERRY STUDDS (Foreign Affairs Committee): The covert
activities being engaged in uncovertly by this administration
cannot be justified.
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AARON:  Back in 1974 the CIi was rocked by revelations of
domestic and foreign spying. The next yeaer three committees
were formed to investigate those activities. 4s a result, the
Cls must now notify Congress of sll covert actions, and during
the four years of the Carter administration covert actions were
kept to a bare minimum. With the arrival of the Reagan
administration times have changed. 1In addition to Nicaragua
ihere are allegedly actions underway in at least four countries,
actions never officizlly admitted. Take Afghanistan; there ic
word. all umofficiazl, that we are arming the rebels. Here the
President meets with Afghaen fighters in the Wnite House. And
then there is Libyz anc our not so secret desire to see Khadafy
Cisappezr somehow, and Cambociz and-lran znc Ayatolizh Rhome:in;.
back in February. 1982, on this program Sen. Joseph Biden. »
memder of the Senate Intellipence Committee, ssic: SEN. JOSEPE
BIDIN: There it not zay grez! cover: action going on thzt 1 am

avare of unles:t we are not being told the truth in the
committee.

AARON: Today Sen. Biden s$ays his statement was correct at the
time, and he has no commment beyvond that. Betsy Aaron for
Nightline in New York.

- KOPPEL: 'Nicaragus, Afghanistan, Libya, Iran. It undercover
subversion the way the United States government should be trying
to get what it wants in such countries? We'l) discuss that
Question in a moment as we talk with, among others, Former
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger and Former National Security
Adviser Richard Allen. Later we'll focus on the disastrous
floods and mudslides in the West. We'll talk about the factors
this spring that caused them.

ROPPEL: The guestion whether the Cli's covert activities are
effective, and even if they are, are they the sort of thing a
democracy should be engaged in? With us now live to discuss
that guestion from our New York studios, former secretary of
state and Former National Security Adviser Dr. \Henry\Kissinger:
from our Washington buresu Former National Security Adviser
RichardMllen; and from our affiliate WJB in Baltimore,
Republican\ConEressman\WiIliam\Good{igg of Pennsylvania, &
member of the House Intelligence Committee. Congressman, let me
begin with you and have you tell us just what power it is that
your committee has over the Cla, if any. Are they reguired to
do anything beyond inform you? GOODLING: Well, they not only
have to inform us, but they have to get their money from us to
do whatever it is they want to do, anc so 1 would think thsat
we're rather powerful and influentizl as far as the Cla is
concerned.

KOPPEL: That you must be, but the money is 3 wholeszle
operation, not retail. They don't come to you operation by
operation, do they? GOODLING: No. they don't, but they can
soon have their supply cut off ac 2 matter of fact. Nothing is
secret. I don't think there can be a covert activity in the

United, carried on by the United States.
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ROPPEL: 1Isn't there 2 rather large discretionary fund that is
available to the director of the CIA over which you have no
control? GOODLING: But it isp't very long until we would find
that out, and an, the mood of the Congress is such that that
fund, too, would be taken care of.

KOPPEL: All right., let me have, if you can give it to me. vour
general attitude toward covert actions. What do you think
justifies them? What do you think should cause them to be
czllecd off? GOODLING: Weil, f:irst of 2ll, if the purpose of
the covert activity is to destakilize 2n ex:st;ng government,
then I think it's merally wrong. *anc I think it's stupid foreign
pelicy. There are manv other opportunities for covert activity,
zz2ivity for instance if & counlry It :nvedec or if & counircy

feels that they will be invaded and they wish to go the covert
route, or if we think it's in our best interest to go that way,
then I think it would be justified.

ROPPEL: Well, now short of destabilizing & government, what
kinds of operations then are you saying Congress might approve,
or you personally would approve? GOODLING: Well, I would
approve, ah.... For instance, you talk about Afghanistan.
Afghanistan iz a country that has been invaded. 1 consider that
totally different than an existing government that we might be
trying to destabilize.

ROPPEL: Then 1 suppose the gquestion would have to be, and let
me ask it of you first, and then I'll go to our other guests.
Why, if it is that clear-cut s manner, don't we just simply do
it openly? Why don't we just say, 'Fine, we're going to support
the rebels?' GOODLING: Simply because some countries find it
very difficult to openly do things of that nature. Poltically
it is not the way they want to go. Sometimes politically it
isn't in our best interest to overtly doc those kind of things,
and therefore you go the covert route.

ROPPEL: Do you have, or did you have when you were secretary of
state, when you were national security sdviser, any guidelines
in your own head as to what it is that warrants covert action
and what does not? KISSINGER: Before ] answer that question I
think ] would like to point out some inaccuracies in the film
that preceded these questions. It is my impression that the
Senate investigating committees found cut that the United States
wat not involvecd ir assassination attempt, assassination
attempts, and, ah, the film left the impression that the United
Stztes was. The cases that were mentioned were in an
adninistration which 1 didn't serve, but 1 think it is important
tc find this out.

ROPPEL: Well, ah, the two cases that 1 think were, were
mertioned were, was it Trtjillc ané Lumumbz. RISSINGER: That's
correct. '

¥ (RONIIVUED
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KOPPEL: A4nc there's an excellent book, as you know, by the wife
of & friend of both of ours, by *Madelaine Kalb on the Lumumbs
§ub3ect which seems to indicate quite clearly that the Cli wag
invoived. KISSINGER: Well, ah, my recollection is that the
Church committee which looked into this found to the con
but I haven't read the Kalb book, and I, ah,
that.

trary,
I can't comment on

ROPPEL: 4ll right. As to the, as to the.... KISSINGER: Nor

¢id I have guicdelines in my mind as to what could or could not

be done. There was z committee in my.day, and 1'm sure there's

& committee tedey of an interdepartmentz] nature, which acted on
recommendations for covert action. ' These were £enerslly in an i
srez in which. that fell between formzl ciplomacy and, ah,

where. or where mililary aclion was approprizte. For example:

—

in many parts of the world there are communist-supported
newspapers. There are all kinds of front organizations, and we
thought it appropriate that those forces that could support a
democracy had an opportunity to receive funds and where, if they
received official governmental funds they would not be able to !
be effective. This was one sort of guideline. When you get to
the destabilization of existing governments, you get to the
borderline, and I agree with the congressman. There is
nevertheless an arez where if some country is of vital

importance to the United States and where if it becomes, if it
falls under communist control or Soviet control or Cuban control
it would threaten the natgbnal security of the United States,

then we have to look to the most effective means in which we can !
protect the national security of the United States, and it's

very difficult to make abstract rules about this in advance. !

ROPPEL: Well, let me ask you a specific question then, and I
think I can ask it of you freely because you, you clearly are
not involved in what this administration is doing. Would the
case of Suriname £all under such & guideline? Would that....
Would that seem to be the sort of government that requires
covert action to destabilize? KISSINGER: Well, I don't know
too much about Suriname.as such, but if the administration came
to the conclusion that Suriname was on the verge of falling
under Cuban control, and in light of the fact that the rule of
Suriname had murdered all possible opposition, 1 would not be
offended by the fact that the United States would prevent, seek
to prevent another Cuban beachhead in Latin America.

ROPPEL: That raises then s guestion that perhaps has no part,

or perhaps it should in foreign policy, and that is the question
cf morality. Let we ask it first of you Dr. Kiscinger and then

- of Richard Allen. Where does, where does morality come in in

all of this? KISSINGEZR: Well, ah, we have to believe that the
defense of democratic values-and of free institutions in the

world is a moral objective, and therefore, if our government in
its, on the pages of its firmest convications comes to the view
that freedom is threatened or the American national security is
threatened, then it has to look for the most appropriate means

> (BEONTINUED
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to defend it. Now obviously you can make fun of this, and
obvicusly one can, ah, one, there are borderline cases, and it
should be done with great care, but the issue of morality 1
would defire in these terms.

ROPPEL: When you speak of defending the free institutions and
you speak of it in the context of using methods that, that must
seem repugnant to some Americans, isn't there an internzl
conflict there? KISSINGER: Of course. In World War 11
Churchill supported Stzlin against Hitler. He consider Stalin
the lesser of two evils. OSometimes politiczl leaders find
themselves in the position where ‘their only choice is among
evile. Nor do I say that every time something happens that we
¢c nol like we should resort to cover:t action. nor should all

-

covert acttione be lumpec in one categery, tutl if zfter the most

prayerful consideration we conclude that there is an actual
serious threat to the survival.of free institutions in the
worlc, then I would consider covert actions one of the
instruments that, ah, that, that we should, that we should have
at our disposal.

ROPPEL: Mr. Allen, when you were national security adviser, how
did you resolve in your own mind this conflict between what is
morzl and what is perhaps practiczl or necessary from & foreign
~policy point of view? ALLEN: I think people in positions of
power must always have the circumstances of morality clearly in
mind when they make decisions of this type. I1'd like to point
out that this administration, at least st its outset, and I
believe it still exists as s functional pattern, had an
appropriate committee, an inter-agency committee that carefully
considered all of the details attended to any covert action.
This group, a very small group, met with the president, the vice
president and the other relevant members of the Cabinet and
other advisers as reguired, carefully went over the details in
each and every instance, whereupon the president would, if he so
chose, sign & finding, and that finding would be communicated to
the approriate committees of Congress by the director of Central
Intelligence. This is not something that's done willy=-nilly,
Ted. 1It's not something that, ah, that necessarily involves the
use of undemocratic or violent means, and I, ] think perhaps the
implication and the constant question of somehow everything that
is done in the name of covert action is immoral or borders on
immoral leaves the, the casual listener with the wrong
impression. ‘

KOPFEL: Well, let me, let me be 2 Jittle more specific, then,
snc forgive me if I come back to Suriname once agzin because as
you suggest, that is precisely what happened according to
reports that we have. not only curs but zlso The New York Times
reports the president did sign off, and Director Casey di¢ go to
the respective committees before the House and the Senate, and
they were aghart and almost unanimously in both cases rejected
the proposal. Now that clearly rzises in my mind something more
than just this rather naive public reaction to something that
perhaps people don't understanc. ALLER: I'm nct suggesting
it's naive, but there may indeed have been &, z program which
the administration thought feasible which might have involved,
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under the guise of covert action, under the rubric of covert
action support for forces that would oppose the government in
Suriname. That may have been Justified in the circumstances

anc 1 believe the situztion in Suriname ever since the prese;t
group took over in 1980 has been one of steady deteriorztion. J
€on’'t say that Suriname is absolutely vital to our national
secur:ty or that 2 continued leftist movement or luren in
Suriname it going to thresten Brzzil or Venezuelz, dut 1 think
there 1s 2 legitimate interest in preventing, z¢ Henrv Kissinger

has accurately pointed cut., 2z new beschhezd in this hemisphere

ROPPEL: All right. Gentlemen, let's take a break. We'll
continue our discussion in 2 moment when we'll be joined by 2
man who used to be in charge of the CIA's covert activities as
well as its other operations, former Cli Director Stansfield
Turner.

KOPPEL: Joining us live now from our Washington bureau,
Admira)\Stansfield\Turner, former director of the CI4 under
President Jimmy Carter. Under your administration, Admiral
Turner, there was less of & reliance, unless I't mistaken, on
covert action. Why? TURNER: because in 1975 there were all
these investigations of the intelligence activities of our
country, and as a3 result of those there was an aversion to
covert action. When we took over, the larder was bare. It was
built up with the appropriate kinds of covert action over the
years.

ROPPEL: Well, when you say an aversion to it, an aversion
because you didn't have any money for it, an aversion because
you were scared you would be caught, or an aversion because you
didn't think it would work? TURNER: No, 1 think it wae &
public reaction to the Church committee report that led to &
diminishing of covert action.

ROPPEL: There's an internal conflict here, and once again, it
relates to the fact that you're operating within the strictures
of & democracy, and that is ideally, covert action ought to be
undertaken without anybody but the ClA knowing about it, but in
@ democracy you can't work it that way, so since that makes it a
little bit impractical, might it not be s good ides just to dump
them all together? TURNER: No. In our democracy we want to
Lhave some oversight, some control over the secret intelligence
activities. We have to find & level of compromise in which
there is enough disclosure to people like the intelligence
committees of the Congress to give oversight and yet enough
secrecy so that these covert actions and other clandestine
activities of intelligence 2ren't spread zll over the
newspapers. ' '

ROPPZL: And how do you feel thst that balance it best zchievec?
TURNER: I think »t's workec out very well over the seven vears
since President Ford opened that up with an executive order in
February of 1976.
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KOPPEL: 1If it'is geeded--and obviously nationzl interect
?ec9mes the ¢riterion by which zll these things are measured—;f
1ﬁ“15 needed. does the CI% or should the CI4 ctop al anvthing?
TEnNER: Yes. There are'lots of things the Cla would aﬁd shoéld
stop at. All three presidents since 1976 have Tulecd out any
rlanning of or participstion in assessinztion. for inctance
SOPPE}: Wny? TURNER: It's 2 firm verboten. I think that ;e
jusl peyonc our morzl reazch. R
L]

KOPPEL: Oh, come on, now. ] mean, if we're gonna go to war and
we're gonns kill millions of people, why do we shrink from

killing just one person? TURNER: Because your question that
you've been dealing with tonight about morality and covert

action tc me comes down to the following. Any nation's going to
do what it needs to preserve its security, but any nation that :
is smar!t is going to make sure thal in preserving its security 3
it doesn't undermine its basic principle:, its democratic
freedoms that we have in our country, and if you start on a
track of assass:nation, I think you're going to undermine the
foundations of the country that we cherish so much.

ROPPEL: Dr. Kissinger, you have not only been s statesman; you
"have not only had to work at this from & practical peint of
view; you're a scholar; you're a philosopher on this subject
also--is it something that is indeed appropriate to & democracy
or a democracy is somewhat naive? KISSINGER: No. 1 think it
is appropriate, but I agree with Admiral Turner that I also
would rule assassination out of bounds, and it was never planned
or considerec¢ in any of the administrations in which I servec.

KOPPEL: Well, then, tell me why, ] mean, let, let me ask you to
address that guestion. Since we don't draw the line at killing
innocent civilians—-1 mean, perhaps we try not to, but when
bombs fall, bombs fall. Why this curiout sensitivity about the
assassination of one man when it might prevent & war? )
KISSINGER: bBecause for the United States to hire murderers on a
clandestine basis is so0 contrary to our values that even though
your question may be theoreticslly correct, it :is something that
we cannot in good conscience carry out as part of a covert
operation. If we want to kill somebody, then it has to be as an
overt action taken in full public view,

KOPPEL: Well, you've got to explzin to me how that's poesitle.
When do we do that short of war? KISSINGER: We can't do that
short of war.

ROPPEL: All right. So then I suppose, Admiral Turner. I have i
to come back tc you and say take us down the ladder, de-escalate
for vus 2 little bit. VWhere is the line drawn? TURNER: You ’
have to draw the line based on a combination of how serious the
protlem is for the United States. The problem with Suriname is
not very serious at all. Covert action it not an appropriate
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tool there. The country does not have that much interest in i
doing something in the dirty tricks department. You then

balance how dirty is the dirty trick you've got to pull against
how criticzl is the interest of the United States in that
situation. It's a tough judgment, moral, ethical c2ll in each
instance. ‘

FOPPEL: But ! mean, if you're geing to dc it on the basis of

now large or how criticel 2 couniry is. vou'd have tc zlso rule
out war, woulén't vou? I mezn. the Un:itec States i1t not geing
to decl

zre war on Suriname, s0 :f it doesn't have any diplomelic

wedges or levers to use, why not covert activity? TURNER:
Because it just is not of that great significance to us, because
with the oversight procedures in our country, you should not
undertake a covert action that you can't keep covert, one that
people wouldn't agree on generally. It's going to leak through
the administration or through the Congress.

ROPPEL: All right. TURNER: 1It's not going to be covert.

ROPPEL: You've raised 2 very practical consideration, and we'll
pick up on that in z moment when we continue our discussion.

ROPPEL: Continuing our discussion now with Dr. Henry Kissinger,
Richard Allen, Stansfield Turner and Congressman William
Goodling. Congressman, your colleagues must have been s little
tit upset when this story broke on Suriname. ] mean, normally
the question that Admiral Turner raised z moment ago, namely
that these kinds of things hasve a tendency to leak, that's
exactly what makes congressmen bristle, isn't it? GOODLING:
Well, as I said at the begimning, I don't think this country can
carry on a covert activity. We have a certain number of
secretary of states that are colleagues of mine, but they like
to play the game in front of television cameras. We have staff
members who haven't been elected, but they like to be the power
behind the throne, and yes, it makes me bristle because we
shouldn't be on the committee as & matter of fact if we can't
take the confidence that are placed in us and maintain them.

(sic)

ROPPEL: &ll right. Just to set the record straight, when
Director Casey came before your committee, you weren't on it,
back last December. You only joined in January, didn't you?
GOODLING: I joined in Jsnuary. :

KOPPEL: &4ll right. Llet me see if ] understand what you just
said, though. You seem to be suggesting we shouldn't be in

covert activities at all bectause what? GOODLING: No, 1 never
said that. I said that covert activities to destabilize

existing governments are wrong morally and bad foreign peliey. !

. | KQNTINT =
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KOPPEL: No, I was asking about the leaks, anc you were talkin
§bout gome of your colleagues who think the secretary of stateg
in other words people who talk too much, right? GOODLING. -
That's right. We are placed there because they had the .
confidence thet we would keep those things we learned to
9urseIVes and do the oversight that we're Supposec
1t for the other 435 members. anc that's

to do and do
the wav it should be.

KOPPEL: Dr. Kissinger, car we dez! with Congrescs?
edministrations dezl with Congress and expect thzt
cernfidentiality will be maintzifec? IISSINGER: The record
seems to indicate that we camnot.' On the othes hand, :f ;e
cannotl. wWe are going tc deprive ourseives of 2 tocl that our
Opponenis are using in any event much morce thar we gc

Car our

enc which

1l consider in many respects essential, so I think the solution
is to tighten up our procedures.

KOPPEL: Ricbard Allen, how is that done? How does one tighten
up the procedures so that both masters can be served, so that
the government still has that flexibility but the Congress is
kept informed? ALLEN: In my personal view, ] think the most
important thing we can do is to begin to build the basis of
genuinely bipartisan foreign policy and take foreign policy and
national security actions, under which covert actions would
necessarily fall, out of the realm of partisan politics. We
have 2 situation now in which it is extremely difficult to do
business with the Congress simply because there are too many
cooks, so to speak, in the broth, yet there is the :
responsibility of oversight. 1 think that this administration
has taken some wise steps and has created some of the basis for
developing into ultimately & bipartisan foreign policy. 1I'd
like to see this process continue. Otherwise, ] don't know how
- we can continue, because one party, for whatever reason., may
want to hold the other party up to ridicule and scorn and to
political embarrassment. This is bac business, very bad foreign
policy as well.

ROPPEL: 1Is it, I don't even know if it's constitutionally
possible, but does it make any sense--you spoke before of the
committee that meets with the president and the vice president.
Would it make any sense to turn that into & bipartisan committee
and have 2 member of Congress or s couple of members of Congress
sitting on that committee with the president, with the vice
president, with all the members of the intelligence community?
ALLEN: 1 would think that would be constitutionally very
difficult, and both the administration and the member,
respective members of Congress would resist that, but perhaps
there could be developed certain better mechanisms of
communication that go beyond the, one might say the -mere
informing of the members of Congress by the director of Central
Intelligence. _1.s8y perhaps because this is a very, very
difficult area. I would say that once the general atmosphere
for creating bipartisan foreign policy in the gentinely national
interest would develop, -then indeed we msy have the chance of
greater cooperation in such instances as the one you suggest.

. (CONIINTED
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KOPPEL: All right. Admirsl Turner, give us & final view, then,
from the vantage point of s former director of the Central
Intelligence Agency. Can you or can you not werk with Congress?
TURNER: VYes. During my four years, we had almost leaks on the
subject of covert action., but administrations mus! recognize
that when we established oversight. we in effect forsook the
possibility of doing controversiasl covert actions, 'cause
coniroversial covert actions will leak 2s they have in Nicaragus
and Suriname. There ig & limit thast we can go to nowadays
beczuse of the overcight process. That's & cacrifice we have
made in order to heve ovecsight. '
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